
Climate Act – All Pain No Gain Presentation Slide Documentation 

 

1. Title Slide 
Presentation given to the Propane Association October 25, 2021 

Documentation available at Citizen’s Guide to the Climate Act 

 

 
 

 

  

https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/?page_id=3702


2. The Climate Crisis 

 
The science behind the climate crisis slides: 

• Dr Judith Curry graciously allowed me to use her slides 

• Retired professor, current head of a weather forecasting company, and author of Climate Etc. 

blog 

• Slides from description of the climate debate presentation to the American Chemical Society 

 
The climate crisis can be summarized as: 

▪ Its warming 
▪ The warming is caused by us 
▪ Warming is dangerous 
▪ We need to urgently transition to renewable energy to stop the warming 
▪ Once we stop burning fossil fuels, everything will be all right 

A few weeks ago, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, or IPCC, issued its 6th Assessment 
report “This is code red for humanity.” 

• Reference 
o Climate Claims – The over-riding reason to transition the energy system away from 

fossil fuels is the alleged threat of a climate driven existential threat.  However, the 

proof of that is far from settled. 

 
  

https://judithcurry.com/
https://judithcurry.com/2021/09/03/15-minutes/#more-27827
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-c5


 
3. What’s wrong with this narrative 

 
What’s wrong with the crisis narrative?   

▪ We’ve vastly oversimplified both the problem and its solutions  
▪ The complexity and uncertainty surrounding climate change is being kept away from the 

public and policy debates. 
▪ Rapid reductions in emissions are technologically and politically infeasible on a global 

scale 
▪ And finally, the climate crisis narrative gets in the way of real solutions to our problems 

 

• Reference 

o Slide from description of the climate debate presentation to the American Chemical 

Society 

o Renewable Energy Systems Background – There is a perception that wind and solar 

development can simply replace fossil-fired generation but to understand why that is 

not the case background information is needed.  

o Renewable Energy Feasibility – Overview articles discussing the feasibility of a transition 

to an energy system dependent upon renewable energy 

o Clean Energy – While “green” energy is commonly portrayed as clean and without 

faults, there is another side to that story. 

o Wind Energy – Links are provided to articles on environmental, health and costs of wind 

energy development. 

o Solar Energy – Links are provided to articles on environmental costs of solar energy 

development. 

o Energy Storage – Because renewable energy is intermittent energy storage is needed 

and this page lists links related to that requirement. 

  

https://judithcurry.com/2021/09/03/15-minutes/#more-27827
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-bV
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-cf
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-bL
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-bR
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-cq
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-cc


 
4.  97% consensus 

 
Even people that don’t know much about climate science have heard that 97% of climate scientists 
agree.  But exactly what do they agree on?  Not nearly as much as portrayed by the media.  Everyone 
agrees that: 

▪ Surface temperatures have increased since 1880 
▪ Humans are adding carbon dioxide to the atmosphere, and 
▪ Carbon Dioxide and other greenhouse gases have a warming effect on the planet 

However, there is disagreement on the most consequential issues: 
▪ How much of the recent warming has been caused by humans? 
▪ How much the planet will warm in the 21st century? 
▪ Whether warming is ‘dangerous’ 
▪ And how we should respond to the warming to improve human well-being – do no harm 

 

• Reference 

o Slide from description of the climate debate presentation to the American Chemical 

Society 

o This article makes the point that “Since energy is life, mastering the chemistry of carbon 

and harnessing the energy of stuff to make other stuff is core to the human endeavor”.  

It certainly should be considered in our response to warming. 

  

https://judithcurry.com/2021/09/03/15-minutes/#more-27827
https://doomberg.substack.com/p/where-stuff-comes-from


5. New York’s CLCPA  

 
• Rationale for the Climate Act is because it is “the greatest threat facing life as we know it” 

• References and background information 

o Slide is from Climate Act Fact Sheet 

o Links to analyses debunking the existential threat of climate change 

o Whenever there is an extreme weather event the Climate Action Council incorrectly 

blames it on climate change 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA State of Climate Science 

▪ Climate Claims – The over-riding reason to transition the energy system away 

from fossil fuels is the alleged threat of a climate driven existential threat.  

However, the proof of that is far from settled. 

 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/CLCPA-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-c5
https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Am
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/05/04/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act-state-of-climate-science/
https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-c5


6. Climate Act Targets 

 
• Presentation 

o Mix of specific renewable energy build outs, limits on electricity production and 

emission reduction targets 

o These targets were developed by motivated special interest authors 

o Political posturing set the limits 

o They were not determined based on a feasibility of what could be done 

o Concentrate on the 40% reduction of GHG emissions by 2030 

• References and background information 

o Slide from New York’s Nation Leading Targets 

o Rearranged targets by effective date 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA Target Status and NYSERDA Patterns and Trends Energy Use 
▪ CLCPA Target Feasibility Relative to NYSERDA Patterns and Trends 
▪ CLCPA Electric System Targets August 29, 2021 
▪ CLCPA 2030 Electric System Target Feasibility  

 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/03/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-target-status-based-on-nyserda-patterns-and-trends-energy-use/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/04/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-feasibility-relative-to-nyserda-patterns-and-trends/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/30/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-electric-system-targets/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/09/08/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-2030-electric-system-target-feasibility/


7. What is the greenhouse gas effect? 

 
• Sun’s radiation goes into the atmosphere – some is reflected 

• Rest of radiation or energy is absorbed by the surface heating the earth 

• This energy radiates back towards space 

• Some of this energy is absorbed by greenhouse gases 

• Without these gases the earth could not sustain life 

• How much is too much? 

• Reference 

o  GHG effect graphic 

  

https://environment.gov.au/climate-change/climate-science-data/climate-science/greenhouse-effect


8. Climate Act Greenhouse Gases  

 
• Climate act mandates controls on six greenhouse gases 

• CO2 is of biggest concern globally but New York has its own special accounting 

• Makes methane a priority – fossil fuel production, leaks, livestock, agriculture and landfills 

• References and background information 

• EPA Greenhouse Gas Overview 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act 1990 Emissions Inventory 

Requirements 

▪ My Climate Leadership & Community Protection Act Part 496 Comments 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Supporting Regulations 

  

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-t8
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-t8
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-xq
https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Ay


9. Global Warming Potential (GWP) 

 
• Because gases affect absorption of outgoing radiation differently, we need a way to 

intercompare them 

• Function of  

• Ability to absorb energy 

• How long they stay in the atmosphere 

• Global Warming Potential normalizes this ability relative to CO2 over a specified time scale 

• Authors of the Climate Act used GWP to vilify methane 

• Methane (CH4) is estimated to have a GWP of 28–36 over 100-year time frame 

• Climate Act sets the time period for the GWP to 20 years 

• Methane GWP goes to 84 from 28 which triples importance 

• Real-world impact is function of GWP and concentration in atmosphere 

• References and background information 

▪ Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act Methane Obsession 

▪ EPA Global Warming Potential Overview 

o The CLCPA’s Fundamental Flaw 

  

https://wp.me/p8hgeb-uI
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/understanding-global-warming-potentials
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/09/23/the-climate-leadership-community-protection-acts-fundamental-flaw/


10. Where are we relative to 40% by 2030? 

 
• Emissions Relative to Target of 40% reduction by 2030 

• Data in the table were extracted from the advisory panel presentations 

• Sum of all six greenhouse gases 

• Expressed in million metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent – adjusted for global warming 

potential 

• 2018 emissions were only 8% less than 1990 and target is 40% by 2030 

• Methane obsession increases importance of residential, commercial, and waste sectors to 

nearly half 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA Target Status and NYSERDA Patterns and Trends Energy Use 
▪ CLCPA Target Feasibility Relative to NYSERDA Patterns and Trends 
▪ CLCPA Electric System Targets August 29, 2021 
▪ CLCPA 2030 Electric System Target Feasibility  

 

  

https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/03/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-target-status-based-on-nyserda-patterns-and-trends-energy-use/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/04/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-feasibility-relative-to-nyserda-patterns-and-trends/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/30/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-electric-system-targets/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/09/08/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-2030-electric-system-target-feasibility/


Transition: My no gain argument is the effect of the Climate Act itself on global warming. After all isn’t 

the point to reduce global warming to reduce the effects we constantly hear about in the media 

 

11. Climate Act Effect on Global Warming 

 
 

o Reduction, or a “savings,” of approximately 0.0097°C by the year 2100 

o General rule of thumb for temperature change with elevation or latitude translates to:

 Equivalent to a vertical distance change of 39 inches 

o Equivalent to a horizontal distance change of 0.9 miles 

o Most importantly emission increases elsewhere overwhelm any reductions we can do 

o Coal plants built in China in 2019 and under construction will subsume the reductions of 

all of New York in less than two years 

 

o References and background 

o Analysis described in Climate Act Potential Savings of Future Global Warming 

o Pro-rated effect of United States emission reductions using the Model for the 

Assessment of Greenhouse-gas Induced Climate Change 

o United States effect on global warming 

o Temperature decreases three (3) degrees Fahrenheit for every 1,000-foot increase 

in elevation above sea level 

o Temperature changes three (3) degrees Fahrenheit for every 300-mile change in 

latitude at an elevation of sea level. 

  

https://wp.me/p8hgeb-A7
http://www.magicc.org/
http://www.magicc.org/
http://scienceandpublicpolicy.org/images/stories/papers/originals/state_by_state.pdf
http://landterms.com/Articles_and_FAQ_s/Conservation_and_Ecology_Articles_and_FAQ_s/Latitude__Elevation_and_Temperature/
http://landterms.com/Articles_and_FAQ_s/Conservation_and_Ecology_Articles_and_FAQ_s/Latitude__Elevation_and_Temperature/


12. Moral Case for Fossil Fuel 

 
o Although CO2 emissions have gone up poverty has decreased, life expectancy has increased 

and population has increased 

o There were 1.2 billion people without access to electricity in 2019.  I believe it is immoral for 

them to not have access to electricity even if it means using fossil fuels to get it 

o Nonexistent or unreliable electricity means these parameters have not changed as much for 

the better, for example no modern hospitals can exist without it 

o References and background 

o Highly recommend The Moral Case for Fossil Fuels by Alex Epstein 

o Slide from Why the Left Cancels Any Climate Questioning 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act Recommended Reading 

  

https://www.moralcaseforfossilfuels.com/main
https://rclutz.com/2021/10/14/why-the-left-cancels-any-climate-questioning/
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-ve


• Climate Act Implementation 

 
o Law established Climate Action Council to develop scoping plan to meet targets 

o 22 members of 14 members appointed indirectly or directly by former Governor 

o Members chosen for political purposes rather than technical expertise 

o Law established Advisory Panels to support Council 

o 7 panels each with 12 to 15 members 

o Members are individuals with direct involvement or “expertise 

o Again, political connections more than technical expertise 

• Result is strategies that are more aspirational than practical 

 

• References and background 

• Climate Action Council NY website 

• Advisory Panels NY website 

• Advisory Panel Strategies 

o Land Use and Local Government  
o Energy Efficiency and Housing 
o Agriculture and Forestry 
o Transportation 
o Power Generation 
o Energy-Intensive and Trade-Exposed Industries 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Climate Act Implementation Strategies Overview  

▪ Climate Act Power Generation Advisory Panel 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪  Advisory Panel Implementation Strategies 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/Climate-Action-Council
https://climate.ny.gov/Advisory-Panel
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/land-use-and-local-government-strategies.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/energy-efficiency-and-housing-strategies.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/agriculture-and-forestry-strategies.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/transportation-strategies.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/power-generation-strategies.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.files.wordpress.com/2020/12/energy-intensive-and-trade-exposed-industry-strategies.pdf
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-zI
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-u9
https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Af


• Climate Act Implementation Status 

 
• Aspirational recommendations develop since last year have been turned into specific 

policies by the New York State Energy Research & Development Authority INYSERDA) and its 

consultant.  The integration analysis quantifies emissions and costs.  

• Integration analysis is being incorporated into the draft scoping plan in October 

• Finalize scoping plan by the end of the year 

• Next year the public and other stakeholders will get to comment on the scoping plan 

• The New York Independent System Operator and the NYS Reliability Council will review the 

plans and make recommendations 

 

• References and Background 

o Climate Action Council Meetings 

▪ The meeting summaries include a status update and plan for the future so 

reading the most recent meeting presentation will provide an update 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA Status 12 May 2021   

  

https://climate.ny.gov/Climate-Action-Council/Meetings-and-Materials
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/05/12/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act-status-12-may-2021/


• Integration Analysis Themes 

 

• Five themes common to all the analyses 

• They will have major impacts to reliability, cost, and personal choice 

• For this audience the key theme is more rapid and widespread end-use electrification & 

efficiency 

• Mandate electrification of heating, cooking, and hot-water 

• References and Background 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 1, 2021 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 14, 2021 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Integration Analysis   

  

https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-01-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-14-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act/climate-leadership-amp-community-protection-act-integration-analysis/


• Integration Analysis Initial Results 

 
• Initial modeling considered two scenarios 

o Reference Scenario – All existing programs except the Climate Act 

o Initial Mitigation Scenario – Incorporates recommendations by the Advisory Panels 

for potential reduction strategies that included ambitious actions 

• Advisory Panel Mitigation Scenario falls short 

o Under initial CAC modeling, emissions decline deeply, but fall short of the Climate 

Act limits  

• 2030 target is 40% reduction and scenario only gets 34% 

• References and Background 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 1, 2021 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 14, 2021 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Integration Analysis 

 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-01-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-14-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act/climate-leadership-amp-community-protection-act-integration-analysis/


• Integration Analysis Scenarios 

 

• Scenarios that meet the targets 

• Scenario 2: Use low carbon fuels (bioenergy and hydrogen) for combustion for difficult 

to electrify applications and for times of low renewable availability 

• Scenario 3: Reduce combustion coupled with accelerated electrification of buildings and 

transportation 

• Scenario 4: Some of the vocal members of the Council think even more is possible so put 

everything on steroids 

• References and Background 

• Climate Action Council Meeting October 1, 2021 

• Climate Action Council Meeting October 14, 2021 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Integration Analysis  

 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-01-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-14-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act/climate-leadership-amp-community-protection-act-integration-analysis/


• Integration Analysis Primary Concern 

 

• Integration strategies require “unprecedented rate of adoption of novel and potentially 

disruptive technologies and measures” 

o Disruptive technologies “significantly alter the way consumers, industries, or 

businesses operate” and must be easily accessed by a majority of the population.  

o A disruptive technology is one that enters the mainstream and changes the way 

most people think or behave. 

• Disadvantages of disruptive technologies:  

o New technology is typically untested and unrefined during its early stages and 

development can continue for years.  But the Climate Act schedule forces 

deployment before this testing and development can be completed 

o Innovations go through a period of problem-solving and home heating is no 

exception.   

• References and Background 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 1, 2021 

o Climate Action Council Meeting October 14, 2021 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Integration Analysis 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA Integration Analysis New Findings 

  

https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-01-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://climate.ny.gov/-/media/CLCPA/Files/2021-10-14-CAC-Meeting-presentation.pdf
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act/climate-leadership-amp-community-protection-act-integration-analysis/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/10/18/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-integration-analysis-new-findings/


 

• Heating Electrification – Heat Pumps 

 
• More efficient than combustion because it moves energy 

• Refrigerator in reverse 

• Advantage that they can provide both cooling and heating 

• Ground-source  

o Uses energy in ground that does not vary as much 

o More costly and more difficult to retrofit 

• Air-source 

o Uses atmospheric energy so they require backup heating capability in NY 

o Can be retrofit more easily 

o Refrigerator needs an insulated and sealed space to work 

o Very few homes are that efficient  Many could never work with the technology 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Pages 

▪ Electric Heating  

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Air Source Heat Pumps In New York 

▪ Climate Act Heat Pump Propaganda 

 

 

https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-cm
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-a6
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/06/29/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-heat-pump-propaganda/


• Integration Analysis Building Scenario– Summary Table 

 
Summary of Heat Pump Recommendations 

 

Plan for 77% to 80% of sales as heat pumps by 2029 – but how - incentives or mandates? 

Mandate heat pump sales in 2035 

Other points 

Most are air source heat pumps because they are cheaper to retrofit 

Scenario 2 assumes 80% are air source and Scenario 3 is a lower share 

Backup is mostly electric in Scenario 2 and is all electric in scenario 3 

Early retirement of fossil before end of useful life  is needed in scenario 3 – interesting to 

contemplate how that will be mandated 

 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Pages 

▪ Electric Heating  

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Air Source Heat Pumps In New York 

▪ Climate Act Heat Pump Propaganda 

 

https://wp.me/P9j7Tj-cm
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-a6
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/06/29/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-heat-pump-propaganda/


There are three painful aspects of the Climate Act 

o Strategies don’t work everywhere  

o Strategies don’t work all the time 

▪ In some cases that is just a nuisance 

▪ In other cases, it could be dangerous 

▪ Without significant revisions I think it could lead to catastrophe 

o Real costs will be substantial and their purported benefits are unrealistic 

o Cannot offset costs with these imaginary benefits 

 

• Climate Act Strategies – Don’t work everywhere 

 
• Smart planning 

o Combine residential and retail to reduce energy use 

o Needs a minimum population density 

• Public transit 

o Enable people to reduce vehicle use 

o Needs a minimum population density 

• Reduce wood burning 

o Some land owners depend on wood for heat 

• References and Background 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

o  Advisory Panel Implementation Strategies 

  

https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Af


• Climate Act Strategies – Don’t work all the time 

 
• Electrify transportation 

o Electric vehicles work well for limited applications but they have limitations relative 

to gas powered cars 

o This is a nuisance 

• Electrify home heating 

o Heat pumps have advantages but air source heat pumps don’t work well in really 

cold weather when you need heat the most 

o Backup radiant electric heat is inconvenient and expensive 

o Distribution system has to be upgraded to handle spike of radiant backup heat 

o Get this wrong and it is not only inconvenient but also dangerous 

• Depend on wind and solar to provide electricity 

o This is the ultimate problem and could be catastrophic 

• References and Background 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

o Initial Thoughts on Texas Energy Debacle  
o Albany Times Union “Could a Texas-size power failure hit New York?”  
o CLCPA NYISO Resilience Study and the Texas Energy Debacle – Reliability Resources 

o Texas Lessons to Keep the Lights On Dangers  

o CLCPA Power Generation Advisory Panel Comments on the Texas Energy Debacle  
o CLCPA Electric Vehicle Propaganda  

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

o Electric Vehicles 

  

https://wp.me/p8hgeb-FB
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-FL
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-GH
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-Hr
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/03/27/clcpa-power-generation-advisory-panel-comments-on-the-texas-energy-debacle/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/07/26/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-electric-vehicle-propaganda/
https://reformingtheenergyvisioninconvenienttruths.com/electric-vehicle-issues/


• Ultimate Problem 

 
• Wind and solar are not dispatchable 

• “The need for dispatchable resources is most pronounced during winter periods of high demand 

for electrified heating and transportation and lower wind and solar output” 

• There are multi-day periods with low wind and solar output 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Ultimate Problem with the Climate Act 
▪ CLCPA Reliability Planning Speaker Session  
▪ CLCPA Reliability Planning Speaker Session Follow-Up  
▪ CLCPA Transmission Ancillary Services – Somebody Else’s Problem 

 

 

  

https://wp.me/p8hgeb-vl
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/17/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-reliability-planning-speaker-session/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/08/24/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-reliability-planning-speaker-session-follow-up/
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-D7


 

• Climate Act Catastrophe 

 
• Superstorm Sandy 

o Killed 147 people and caused $70 billion in property damages 

• Texas Energy Debacle February 2021 

o The severe winter weather in Texas caused at least 151 deaths, property damage of 

$18 billion, and $50 billion for electricity over normal prices during the storm 

• Energy problems were related to the fact that the Texas electricity market only pays for the 

power produced, nuclear and fossil generators were not sufficiently resilient to cold weather, 

and the cold weather was accompanied by light winds so wind resources were mostly 

useless.  In order to keep the grid operating they had rolling blackouts 

• If New York similarly mis-judges the availability of renewable resources this will be the result 

• References and Background 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

o Initial Thoughts on Texas Energy Debacle  
o Albany Times Union “Could a Texas-size power failure hit New York?”  
o CLCPA NYISO Resilience Study and the Texas Energy Debacle – Reliability Resources 

o Texas Lessons to Keep the Lights On Dangers  

o CLCPA Power Generation Advisory Panel Comments on the Texas Energy Debacle 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

o There are articles about the Texas energy debacle on the climate vs. weather page. 

  

https://www.britannica.com/event/Superstorm-Sandy
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/weather/2021/04/30/number-of-texas-deaths-linked-to-winter-storm-grows-to-151-including-23-in-dallas-fort-worth-area/
https://www.reuters.com/business/texas-storm-may-cost-insurers-record-first-quarter-losses-am-best-2021-02-20/
https://www.reuters.com/business/texas-storm-may-cost-insurers-record-first-quarter-losses-am-best-2021-02-20/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/politics/texas/article/winter-storm-uri-hidden-costs-taxpayers-texas-16255974.php
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-FB
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-FL
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-GH
https://wp.me/p8hgeb-Hr
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/03/27/clcpa-power-generation-advisory-panel-comments-on-the-texas-energy-debacle/
https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Am


• Key Cost-Benefit Findings - Costs 

 
• Cost of Inaction Exceeds the Cost of Action by more than $80 billion 

• As a share of overall system expenditures, costs are moderate: 7.1-8.6% in 2030 and 24-27% 

in 2050 

• References and Background 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

o The articles on this page of costs have not been updated since the integration 
analysis cost figures have been released 

  

https://wp.me/P8hgeb-jx


• Key Cost-Benefit Findings - Benefits 

 
• Health benefits ranging from $160 - 170 billion due to Improvements in air quality, increased 

active transportation, and energy efficiency interventions 

• Reduced GHG emissions avoids economic impacts of damages caused by climate change equaling 

approximately $260 billion 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ Placeholder 
o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Page 

▪ Supporting Regulations see articles on the value of carbon guidance 

  

https://wp.me/P8hgeb-Ay


• Costs and “Benefits” 

 

• Real Costs and they are likely low 

o How do you estimate costs for unproven technology? 

o Includes estimated cost reductions for proposed technologies like a 20% reduction in 

the cost of heat pumps 

• Imaginary Benefits do not directly offset real costs 

• Health Benefits 

o Active transportation – they are claiming $40 billion in benefits from the forced 

change to walking and bicycles 

o Projected benefits rely on models unsupported by observations 

• Avoided costs of economic damages caused by climate change 

o Valuation depends upon value judgements that NY biases high 

o Valuation over-emphasizes methane with the high global warming potential 

o Claimed value is for the avoided cost of emissions not the emission reduction itself 

and that is the wrong way to do the analysis 

• Realistic valuation makes avoided economic damage estimates much less than likely real 

costs 

• References and Background 

• Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

o CLCPA October 2021 First Impression of Costs and Benefits  

o CLCPA Emissions and the Value of Carbon  

https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/10/15/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-first-impression-of-estimated-costs-and-benefits/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/06/11/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-ghg-emissions-and-the-value-of-carbon/


 

• Takeaways 

 
• We’ve vastly oversimplified both the problem and its solutions 

• Over-reliance on technological innovation is incredibly risky 

• Strategies proposed don’t work all the time and you need them the most when they don’t 

work  

• Texas energy debacle was caused in part by over-reliance on renewables and costs were 

equivalent to the costs of superstorm Sandy 

• The bottom line is that the solutions don’t add up 

• References and Background 

o Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Relevant Articles 

▪ CLCPA “Winging It” is a Catastrophe Waiting to Happen 

▪ CLCPA Lessons from Europe 

▪ CLCPA Lesson from the German Energiewende 

https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/10/11/clcpa-winging-it-is-a-catastrophe-waiting-to-happen/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/09/21/climate-leadership-community-protection-act-lessons-from-europe/
https://pragmaticenvironmentalistofnewyork.blog/2021/04/01/climate-leadership-and-community-protection-act-lesson-from-the-german-energiewende/

