
Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Summary Update 4/11/22 – 4/24/22 

 

This is an update of my recent posts at Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York and elsewhere.  If you 

do not want to be on this mailing list then let me know.  Previous updates are also available.  

 

ISO-New England Expert Speaks Out About Net-Zero Transition Risks April 12, 2022 

Commonwealth magazine published an article entitled “The Air Traffic Controller of Electricity” in which 

Gordon van Welie, the president and CEO of ISO-NE addressed issues associated with the transition to 

an electric grid that relies on wind and solar generating resources.  It is well worth a read or you can 

listen to it because the article is based on a podcast interview.  He explained that four pillars need to be 

considered to make the transition possible: development of renewable energy capacity, enhance 

transmission to move it where needed, the need for balancing resources, and energy adequacy.  The 

point of my article is that these issues have also been raised in the NYISO resource adequacy 

development process but nobody from the NYISO has brought the issues out to the public like this 

article did. 

 

Failure of the Climate Change Scoping Plan to Meet the Requirements of the Climate Act April 15, 2022 

Someday I will figure out how to have a guest author do a post and get properly acknowledged.  In the 

meantime, I just had to wing it.  This post describes the comments submitted on the Draft Scoping Plan 

by Herschel Specter.  He is a passionate supporter of nuclear power.  I used the cover letter from his 

comment submittal as the basis of the post.  He addresses many of the issues that concern me so I was 

happy when agreed to let me publish his comments. 

 

Climate Act Draft Scoping Plan Scenario Components April 16, 2022 

The Climate Action Council has requested feedback on the components of three mitigation scenarios.  I 

have intended to do post on the differences between the scenarios for quite a while and this is the first 

post in a series.   I believe that there should be a summary of the costs that lists every control measure, 

specifies the costs and estimates the emission reductions expected in the Reference Case and the three 

mitigation scenarios.  Unfortunately, there are limited details in the description of the control measures 

and I have been unable to find costs and emission reductions.   

 

Without that information no one can meaningfully determine what is in the Reference Case and in the 

three mitigation scenarios.  The lack of detail is particularly disturbing because there are multiple 

measures that only exist as part of the State’s initiatives to address climate change but are included in 

the Reference Case.  The Reference Case includes already implemented programs and includes the costs 

of the zero-emissions by 2035 law.  I think that is a semantic trick that disguises the real costs of the 

transition to net-zero because it is clear that the zero-emissions vehicle costs are not included as 

mitigation scenario costs in the cost-benefit analysis.  Worse it appears that the benefits for all control 

measures in the mitigation scenarios are included despite the fact that the associated costs are 

excluded.   This is overt manipulation of the numbers to support the claim that the benefits are greater 

than the costs. 
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New Pragmatic Principle for the Climate Act April 19, 2022 

My blog has a list of pragmatic environmentalist principles that illustrate some of the challenges of a 

pragmatic approach to environmental issues.  I recently read an article by Andrew Orlowski that 

describes the United Kingdom’s hydrogen initiatives and the issues surrounding the use of hydrogen as 

has been proposed there.  The introduction of the article described a principle that I hadn’t heard 

before, “Kicking a dead whale down the beach”: 

Engineers will rarely tell you something is impossible, even when your proposal is a very bad 
idea. Computer scientists at Stanford and MIT in the 1970s came up with a wonderful expression 
for this, an assignment that was technically feasible, but highly undesirable. They called it 
“kicking a dead whale down a beach”. The folklore compendium The Hacker’s Dictionary defines 
this as a “slow, difficult, and disgusting process”. Yes, you can do it like that. But you really don’t 
want to. 

The Draft Scoping Plan proposes hydrogen as the place holder for the dispatchable emissions-free 

resource so this is applicable to New York.  

 

Is New York State Coming After Our Furnaces?  April 20, 2022 

I recently read a Niagara Gazette commentary by Jim Shultz titled: Is New York state coming after our 

furnaces?.  While I agreed with much of what he wrote I did send him an email explaining my concerns 

with certain aspects of his commentary.  This post reproduces his article and my response to him.  My 

favorite quote from his article describes the Draft Scoping Plan:  

I skimmed through its pages over the weekend, all 331 of them. The plan is a true masterpiece 

in how to hide what is important under an avalanche of words designed to make people never 

want to read it. Here’s an example: “Regardless, any transition must be carefully planned, 

detailed, and clearly communicated to ensure that expectations are aligned across 

stakeholders.”  What does that even mean? 

 

Caiazza Draft Scoping Plan Verbal Comments 26 April 2022 April 22, 2022 

Assuming that I don’t get hit by a truck beforehand I am going to give a comment at the Syracuse Draft 

Scoping Plan Public Hearing on April 26.  Public comments are limited to two minutes so I can only make 

points without providing any context.  The verbal comments (attached at the end of this document) 

reference written comments submitted on April 22.  I spent a lot of time preparing extensive references 

for all my verbal statements and this post summarizes the documentation. 

 

Another Example of Gamesmanship in the Climate Act Integration Analysis  April 24, 2022 

In lieu of doing guest posts properly, I cobbled together a post based on the work of Dietmar Detering 

from Nuclear New York.  Detering’s analysis documents another game with the numbers in NYSERDA’s 

Integration Analysis.  In order to “prove” benefits out-weigh costs for the future net-zero energy system, 

there have been multiple games played to lower costs.  In this example, future load is reduced by using 

a lower growth rate for the economy.  This lowers the cost of the necessary wind and solar resources 

needed. 
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Citizens Guide to the Climate Act 

 

Public Comments on the Draft Scoping Plan Presented on April 26, 2022 by Roger Caiazza 

 

I am going to summarize the written comments I submitted on April 22 to the Council.  I don’t think the 

Council, much less the public, appreciates the Draft Scoping Plan’s claimed benefits, costs, threats to 

reliability, or effect of the proposed reductions on global climate change. 

 

The scoping plan claims that “The cost of inaction exceeds the cost of action by more than $90 billion”.   

That statement is inaccurate and misleading. The plan claims $235 billion societal benefits for avoided 

greenhouse gas emissions.  I estimate those benefits should only be $60 billion.  The Scoping Plan gets 

the higher benefit by counting benefits multiple times.  If I lost 10 pounds five years ago, I cannot say I 

lost 50 pounds but that is what the plan says. 

 

The cost estimates are poorly documented but I have determined that they misleadingly exclude the 

costs in the transportation investments category needed to make the necessary reductions. The 

semantic justification is that the program is already implemented.  Adding $700 billion for that and using 

the correct avoided cost of carbon means that costs are at least $760 billion more than the benefits. 

 

Reliability will be risky. When buildings are 100% electric and transportation rely on electric vehicles, 

what happens when there is an ice storm?  There are many similar “what if” scenarios not considered. 

 

New York emissions are less than one half of one percent of total global emissions.  Global emissions 

have been increasing on average by more than one half of one percent per year.   

 

Anything we do will be displaced in a year, cost a lot of money and risk catastrophic blackouts.  The plan 

must be revised to one based on technically achievable incremental steps that maintain current 

standards of affordability and reliability. 

 

Caiazza Draft Scoping Plan Verbal Comments 26 April 2022 
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