
Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Summary Update 5/9/22 – 5/22/22 

 

This is an update of my recent posts at Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York and elsewhere.  If you 

do not want to be on this mailing list then let me know.  Previous updates are also available.    

 

Climate Act Draft Scoping Plan Building Sector Scenarios May 14, 2022 

The Climate Action Council requested feedback on the components of three mitigation scenarios.  This 

post discusses the control measures in the building sector.  My evaluation of the building sector 

mitigation scenarios found that the documentation in the Draft Scoping Plan is so poor that it is 

impossible to reconcile some basics in the scenarios 

 

In particular, it is not possible to comment on the glaring inconsistency that the more stringent 

mitigation scenarios, Scenario 3: Accelerated Transition Away from Combustion and Scenario 4: Beyond 

85% Reductions, are projected to cost less than Scenario 2: Strategic Use of Low-Carbon Fuels.  In the 

more stringent scenarios combustion is prohibited in more homes.  That should increase residential 

heating costs because more homes will have to use more expensive ground source heat pumps or install 

the more expensive deep shell insulation, infiltration, and window upgrades to address the problem of 

performance of air source heat pumps in extreme cold.  If the analysis was done correctly and 

documented properly, I believe it would show that the only rational scenario choice is #2. 

 

Guest Post Core Error of Climate Movement May 15, 2022 

David Dibble sent me a copy of the comment he submitted to the Climate Action Council.  His comment 

showed that all claims of GHG benefits are based on an incomplete and therefore misleading concept of 

what non-condensing GHGs are capable of doing in the atmosphere.  He explained that the greenhouse 

effect that is the basis of the Climate Act presumption that reductions in GHG emissions will affect 

atmospheric temperatures has been over-simplified.  He argues that the climate models “have no 

diagnostic or predictive authority at all concerning GHGs” and that observations from the NOAA 

geostationary satellite "GOES-EAST" confirm his arguments.  Sadly, New York State only invokes 

“science” when it is consistent with their pre-conceived notions.  As a result, the points he made will 

likely be ignored. 

 

Climate Act Public Meeting in Syracuse May 17, 2022 

This post describes my impression of the Syracuse public hearing on the Climate Act.  I included 

descriptions of other hearings by Climate Action Council member Peter Iwanowicz and Francis Menton 

writing at the Manhattan Contrarian.  Iwanowicz supports the concept that because most of the 

commenters were in support of the Climate Act then that means all is well.  Menton describes some of 

comments made and the comments he submitted making the point that there are real issues with the 

Draft Scoping Plan. 

 

In my opinion, the Climate Action Council is going through the motions of the public comment process, 

will gleefully report that most people support their plan, and will likely end up making very few 

substantive changes.  I explained that there is a major flaw in the energy policy by popularity approach, 

i.e., physics.  The fact is that there are physical and technological constraints for an electric grid system 
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that is dependent upon wind and solar generation needed for the Draft Scoping Plan transition.  The 

Climate Action Council and the Advisory Panel membership included very few people who had the 

relevant education and background to understand those constraints.  Consequently, the Council 

approved a Draft Scoping Plan that does not adequately address the risks and uncertainties of the 

proposed zero-emissions electric grid by 2040 target.  The ultimate question for the comment process is 

whether the minority comments that rely on physics to argue for changes to maintain current 

affordability and reliability standards will be considered. 

 

Public Hearing on All-Electric Buildings May 19, 2022 

On May 12, 2022 the New York State Assembly had a legislative hearing for Assembly Bill A8431, the 

"all-electric building act".  I wrote this post describing the recording for the hearing because it offers a 

glimpse into New York’s irrational net-zero transition legislation.   

 

Doreen Harris is the head of the New York State Energy Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA) 

and co-chair of the Climate Action Council.   Her presentation at the public hearing starts on the video at 

4:45.   She read a “public relations” description of the Draft Scoping Plan strategy for buildings.  

Unfortunately, her testimony was long on generalizations and short on specifics relative to what the 

Draft Scoping Plan requires to meet the net-zero goals. 

 

Most people at the hearing were worried about costs.  Chair Harris lost the opportunity to explain what 

the Draft Scoping Plan projects as costs for the air source heat pumps, ground source heat pumps, and 

different building shells.  She said that heat pumps paired with high performing building envelopes will 

work everywhere in New York but she did not list the projected costs.   My interpretation of the Scoping 

Plan is that a ground source heat pump paired with a basic shell upgrade ($40,941) or an air source heat 

pump paired with a deep shell upgrade ($60,954) should work everywhere.  The reference table gives 

the price of an efficient gas furnace as $3,085.  That is quite a price premium for zero-emissions.  

 

In my opinion the fact that the Co-Chair of the Climate Action Council did not provide the Draft Scoping 

Plan projections was an oversight.  On the other hand, it could be indicative of a deeper problem.  The 

Climate Action Council draft scoping plan is required to provide “The costs of implementing proposed 

emissions reduction measures, and the emissions reductions that the council anticipates achieving 

through these measures” in § 75-0103 (14) (b) (ii).   In order to fulfill that mandate, I believe there 

should be a summary chapter in the Draft Scoping Plan that describes all the control measures, provides 

references for the assumptions used, lists the expected costs for those measures and lists the expected 

emission reductions for the Reference Case, the Advisory Panel scenario and the three mitigation 

scenarios.  If that information were available then the Legislature would have all the numbers, they 

need to describe the costs and benefits of this legislation.  The public testimony could have had a 

meaningful discussion of the assumptions used by the Draft Scoping Plan and the likelihood of success. 
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All Electric Building Act – Affordability May 22, 2022 

I saw a couple of articles describing the current energy affordability crisis facing New Yorkers so I wrote 

about that in the context of the this proposed legislation.  Energy affordability, in general, and electricity 

affordability, in particular, should be a major concern.  There is no question that there is a New York 

home energy crisis: 

More than 471,629 disconnection notices were sent out in April 2022 for residential customers 

across New York State, with Orange and Rockland counties leading the way, with 79 shutoffs 

that month. For commercial customers, there were more than 77,651 disconnection notices 

overall, with almost 2,544 already carried out. National Grid (KEDLI) had the highest number of 

service terminations, 882, followed by Con Edison at 831 terminations and National Grid 

(KEDNY) at 310. Residential terminations in March were at 131 and commercial terminations 

stood at 1,688. 

 

The bill requires a study after the law becomes effective to ensure it does not “diminish the production 

of affordable housing or the affordability of electricity for customers in all-electric buildings”.  New 

York’s emissions are only 0.45% of global emissions and global emissions have been increases by more 

than one half a percent per year since 1990.  Given New York’s small contribution to global warming it 

seems logical to me that a similar affordability study should be completed before the bill is enacted. 
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