
Pragmatic Environmentalist of New York Summary Update September 9, 2022 – October 2, 2022 

 

After a hiatus while I was on vacation here is my latest summary update of my recent posts at Pragmatic 

Environmentalist of New York.  As always, if you do not want to be on this mailing list then let me know.  

Previous updates are also available.    

 

More Reliability Concerns that Need to be Considered by the Climate Action Council  9/22/22 

This post describes a couple of recent articles that highlight zero-emissions electric grid transition issues. 

The first article entitled Will California “learn” to avoid Peak Rolling Blackouts?, provides a good 

overview of recent reliability issues in California that are likely inevitable in New York.  The article notes 

that the “most basic planning criteria is that a system should be able to survive the loss of the largest 

generating resource and the most critical transmission element during a peak load with no loss of load 

and no severe voltage declines or undamped system oscillations”. The threat of rolling blackouts in 

California in recent weeks shows that if “green” resources were capable of replacing traditional 

resources with minor adjustments, we would not see the problems we are seeing.  The conclusion 

states: 

Ideally the power system represents the best balance between economics, reliability and public 
responsibility. California has reached a balance skewed by false expectations that “green” 
resources cannot meet. Creating a balance that looks at the true costs and reliability impacts of 
green resources should benefit electric users in California. 

 

The second post, Ramping Up Renewables Can’t Provide Enough Heat Energy in Winter,  is more 

technical but deserves attention because it highlights a couple of neglected issues.  There is a 

misconception that because wind and solar cost less to develop and their “fuel” is free that the result 

will be cheaper electricity.  However, given their intermittent nature wind and solar resources have to 

be over-built.  That not only adds to the cost but it is often over-looked that the more resources built 

the less those resources will be used.  The result is that hurts energy return on investment payback.   

 

The article also notes that the word “sustainable” has created unrealistic expectations with respect to 

intermittent wind and solar electricity: 

A person in the wind turbine repair industry once told me, “Wind turbines run on a steady 

supply of replacement parts.” Individual parts may be made to last 20-years, or even longer, but 

there are so many parts that some are likely to need replacement long before that time. An 

article in Windpower Engineering says, “Turbine gearboxes are typically given a design life of 20 

years, but few make it past the 10-year mark.” 

Note that the Draft Scoping Plan assumes that all wind, solar, and energy storage resources have a life 

expectancy sufficient to preclude replacement before 2050 so this factor is completely ignored. 

 

Climate Act Hubris September 28, 2022 

The Hochul Administration subscribes to the belief that a collective crossing of fingers will ensure that 

the electric system that has taken decades to develop can transition to a system not using the fossil 

fuels, the foundational building block of progress and prosperity, by 2040.  This post highlights 

comments by New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Basil Seggos 

that epitomize this position. 
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The Independent Power Producers of New York hosted a conference on September 14, 2022 that 

included a couple of relevant presentations.  Writing in the Albany Times Union, Rick Karlin described 

the presentation by Michael Mehling, deputy director of the Center for Energy and Environmental Policy 

Research at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  Mehling argued that given the affordability and 

reliability issues evident in Europe at this time, that a Plan B backup using existing technology and 

natural gas is an appropriate approach. 

 

According to Karlin’s article, Commissioner Seggos disagreed: 

“I don’t think there is a Plan B,” state Environmental Commission Basil Seggos told those at the 

gas conference.  Seggos echoed the thoughts of environmentalists who believe the need to 

reduce carbon emissions in order to fight global warming is so urgent that the shift to 

renewables needs to push ahead, even though there will be costs. “I think we are on the edge 

right now when it comes to global emissions,” Seggos added. 

 

After I saw the Seggos quotes I was prompted to write this article when I read an article by Peter Smith 

in Quadrant outline that made points about similar efforts in Australia.  I explained how his comments 

also applied to New York.   

 

I maintain the biggest shortcoming of the Climate Act is the lack of a feasibility analysis.  Smith describes 

a similar situation in Australia: 

As Stephen Kruiser puts it, they act “as if we can go from Point A to Point Z without hitting any 

of the 24 points between them. They truly believe that they can mandate the future.” As I said, 

delusions of grandeur; epitomised by AEMO and its “2022 Integrated System Plan.” A plan 

having the delusional and grandiose objective of engineering “a true transformation of the NEM 

[National Electricity Market, which excludes WA and NT] from fossil fuels to firmed renewables.” 

New York just assumes that they too can get from the current electric system to a zero-emissions 

electric system by 2040.   

 

Seggos believes that “the need to reduce carbon emissions in order to fight global warming is so urgent 

that the shift to renewables needs to push ahead, even though there will be costs”.  The entire intent of 

my blog is to discuss tradeoffs between environmental and energy policies.  The political agenda of the 

Hochul Administration precludes an honest discussion of any tradeoffs.  They just ignore anything 

inconsistent or inconvenient.   

 

Pushing ahead with renewables no matter what risks the reliability and affordability of the system.  The 

comments by the NYISO and the New York State Reliability Council raise significant concerns that the 

Climate Action Council has to date ignored.  As noted, the State has so far refused to produce any 

estimate of consumer cost estimates but, surely, they will be significant.  I fear that the ideological 

agenda of the administration will prevent an open and transparent discussion of these issues before 

serious impacts occur. 
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New York Zero Emission Vehicle Mandate September 29, 2022 

On September 29, 2022 Governor Hochul directed the New York Department of Environmental 

Conservation to take major regulatory action that will require all new passenger cars, pickup trucks, and 

SUVs sold in New York State to be zero emissions by 2035.  As has been the case with all of the 

Administration’s global warming regulatory initiatives the pronouncement is not supported by any 

documentation.  I highlighted comments I made on zero-emissions vehicles in my post. 

 

I also highlighted one particular paragraph in the press release: 

The regulation will build upon existing regulations enacted in New York in 2012 by requiring all 

new sales of passenger cars, pickup trucks, and SUVs to be zero-emission by 2035. It would 

require an increasing percentage of new light-duty vehicle sales to be zero-emission vehicles 

(ZEV) starting with 35 percent of sales in model year 2026, 68 percent of sales by 2030, and 100 

percent of sales by 2035. New pollutant standards for model year 2026 through model year 

2034 passenger cars, light-duty trucks, and medium-duty vehicles with internal combustion 

engines would also be required. The regulation provides manufacturers with flexibility in 

meeting the emission requirements and achieving a successful transition to cleaner vehicles. 

In 2026 the State will require 35% of all new vehicle sales to be zero-emission vehicles.  As of May 1, 

2022 there were a little over 62,000 electric cars registered in New York out of the over 11 million 

vehicles registered.  The Integration Analysis projections for battery electric vehicles in 2026 range from 

7.8% in the reference case to 24.3% in the most optimistic mitigation scenarios.  One of my criticisms of 

the Draft Scoping Plan is that the increase in projected sales is not supported by any recommendations 

for implementation.   

 

I have documented many electric vehicles issues but it is by no means an exhaustive list of the reasons I 

will never purchase an electric vehicle.  The State apparently believes that all that is necessary is a 

proclamation and all the reservations of all the people who are perfectly happy with internal 

combustion engines will be overcome.  The ultimate question is why does the Hochul Administration 

expect that citizens will willingly purchase something more expensive that does not work as well? 

 

Initial Impression of Climate Action Council Response to Public Comments on Transportation 9/15/22 

The last two meetings of the Climate Action Council have offered some insights into the plans to address 

public comments on the Draft Scoping Plan.  I described several concerns with the responses. 

 

Most importantly staff appears to filter the comments biasing descriptions whether they support the 

narrative or not.  It is not clear whether substantive minority comments will be raised with the Council, 

buried in documentation, or simply ignored altogether.   

 

The State has promised to provide all the comments for review but there are no details.  At the time of 

this writing, it isn’t even clear whether all the substantive comments submitted as attachments have 

even been reviewed.  The 8/23 presentation included updates on integration analyses but did not 

mention any stakeholder comments on the description of costs inconsistent with their projections.  It is 

not clear how they will respond to comments that claim there are errors. 
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My biggest concern remains to be reliability and affordability.  I never really expected substantive 

responses to my comments but I remain worried that comments from the New York Independent 

System Operator (NYISP) and the New York State Reliability Council (NYSRC) will not be addressed.  

There was no mention of any need to reconcile the Integration Analysis with the recent NYISO 2021-

2040 System & Resource Outlook report.  The projections are significantly different and the citizens of 

New York deserve to have them reconciled clearly and transparently.  It is entirely inappropriate for the 

state to be committed to go down a transformational energy policy path based on the work of unelected 

bureaucrats who are not responsible for keeping the lights on without incorporating the input of the 

state’s experts who are responsible. 

 

New York State Reliability Council Draft Scoping Plan Comments  September 13, 2022 

I prepared two articles that highlighted comments made by important organizations.  The NYSRC 

comments made a couple of notable points. 

 

 
 

The NYSRC comments included an illustration of the magnitude of future resource requirements 
based on the Draft Scoping Plan for Scenario 3, Annex 2.  The following table shows the amount and 
type of installed capacity required to meet Climate Act goals and meet NYSRC’s resource adequacy 
reliability criterion of 1-day-in-10-years. The text in red was added to demonstrate the total installed 
capacity, the peak load, the required reserve capacity and the IRM for the years 2025 through 2050.  
The comments describe the ramifications of these results: 

The table shows the increase in required reserve capacity from 22,577 MW (78.15% IRM) in 

2025 to 102,517 MW (205.94% IRM) in 2050. These numbers need to be pondered in 

perspective. To supply a forecasted peak load of 49,780 MW in 2050, 152,297 MW of capacity 

will be needed, roughly 3 times the peak load at that time. The corresponding numbers for 2030 

are that for a peak load of 29,640 MW, a capacity of 68,244 MW is needed, more than twice as 
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much. Given that the 2020 installed capacity is 44,023 MW, around 22,000 MW of additional 

capacity must be built in the next 7-8 years.   

 

It is also notable that the NYSRC notes that there will be a learning curve for operating a system based 

on intermittent and diffuse renewables.   

 

Furthermore, even if we build all this capacity on time, operating a system largely based on 

renewable resources is not the same as operating the system of today. The performance and 

responsiveness of existing generation must be emulated to keep the lights on. We have no 

experience in operating a bulk power system that we will need to operate by 2030 and beyond. 

 

New York Independent System Operator Draft Scoping Plan Comments September 19, 2022 

I also summarized the NYISO comments. They made comments on reliability issues, implementation 

challenges and explained how they had to make changes to the energy markets to implement these 

changes.  Unfortunately, they did not mention costs.  I can only guess that they are concerned that the 

Administration wants to avoid confronting the eye watering costs involved. 

 

 It is telling that the NYISO comments had to emphasize the point that it is not good policy for the state 

to force fossil generator retirements until appropriate replacement generating resources are available.  

Unfortunately, state agencies are promulgating policies that are not consistent with this obvious point.  

The NYISO comments state the obvious point that an enormous quantity of renewable resources is 

going to have to be developed and point out that energy storage will be needed.  The comments also 

point out that dispatchable and emissions-free resources will be needed to balance the system.  

Unfortunately, the comments do not explain the difficulty and challenge of developing this new 

resource and the risk of relying on this technology for a future electric system. 
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